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ABSTRACT 

This document is a guide to student assessment for special 
education services, eligibility determination, and program planning for 
Alabama students. To present an accurate and fair picture of the individual 
assessed requires more than one test score or observation. This document, 
which is formatted for easy desk reference for daily use by the evaluator and 
others, addresses each area for each specific disability assessed. There is a 
brief summary of the purpose for using a particular instrument, and then most 
of the available instruments are listed in a table format. The following 
information is. given: name of test; publisher, with contact information in 
Appendix B; areas tested, usually listing the domains; norm- or criterion- 
reference indicator; ages for which appropriate; type of scores; and 
comments, usually from the publisher's manual or assessment tests. Following 
a chart of Alabama special education required evaluations for eligibility, 
instrument descriptions are grouped in these categories: (1) adaptive 

behavior; (2) attention deficit disorder/attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder; (3) autism; (4) behavior; (5) developmental delay; (6) general 
achievement; (7) gifted; (8) intelligence, including nonverbal intelligence; 
(9) mathematics; (10) observation; (11) reading; (12) speech and language; 
and (13) vision screening. Appendixes contain information to enhance the 
ability to choose the best instruments for the student. (SLD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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It is the official policy of the Alabama State Department of Education that no person in Alabama shall, on the grounds of race, color, disability, sex, religion, 
national origin, or age, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program, activity, or employment 




Assessment! There are times when the very word strikes fear in the bravest of hearts. However, administered properly and interpreted 
accurately, assessments will produce results to determine eligibility for special education services and program planning. The evaluator must 
present an accurate, fair picture of each individual assessed. To do this requires more than one test score or observation. It requires the use of 
both formal and informal test instruments and methods. 
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Furthermore, in the Appendices of this document, information is included to further enhance one's ability to choose the best instruments for the 
student. Included are items such as: a publisher's directory, how to determine if an instrument is suitable for a particular purpose, and how to 
interpret test scores. 



The document is three-hole punched and paginated according to sections. Organizing the document in this manner will allow for easier and 
faster revisions. When test instruments are revised or new ones are published, only the section affected will be revised and distributed. In this 
manner, the document will stay current. 
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ASSESSMENT OF: ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR 
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Autism, being the complex disorder that it is, requires a variety of measures, both formal and informal, to 
reach a decision concerning a student's eligibility. One type of measure, the autism rating scale, based on a 
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r ■ • 



COMMENTS 


• Home and school version 

• Intervention manual 

• Con^uter program 


• Screening instrument 


TYPE OF SCORES 


Percentile ranks 
Standard scores 
Mean= 100 
S.D. = 15 


T-scores 
Mean = 50 
S.D. = 10 


AGE RANGE 
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AREAS TESTED 


• Learning Problems 

• Interpersonal Difficulties 

• Inappropriate Behaviors 

• Unhappiness/Depression 

• Physical Symptoms/Fears 


• Acting Out 

• Withdrawal 

• Distractibility 

• Disturbed Peer Relations 

• Immaturity 


INSTRUMENT 


The Behavior Evaluation 
Scale -2 

{Hawthorne) 


The Walker Problem 
Behavior Identification 
Checklist 

{Western Psychological 
Services) 
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ASSESSMENT OF: DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY 




COMMENTS 


• Associated curriculum 






TYPE OF SCORES 


Estimated 
developmental age 
scores 


Standard scores 
Mean= 100 
S.D. = 15 


Developmental age 
equivalents 


AGE RANGE 
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AREAS TESTED 


• Cognition 

• Communication 

• Social 

• Adaptive 

• Fine Motor 

• Gross Motor 


• Cognitive 

• Communication 

• Social/Emotional 

• Physical 

• Adaptive Behavior 


• Social/Emotional 

• Language 

• Sensory Motor 

• Activities of Daily Living 

• Basic Academics 


INSTRUMENT 


Carolina Curriculum for 
Preschoolers with Special 
Needs 

{Paul H. Brookes) 


Developmental Assessment 
of Y oung Children 

(ProEd) 


Developmental Assessment 
for Individuals witfi Severe 
Disabilities - 2 

{Pro’ Ed) 
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DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY: PageDD-4 



ASSESSMENT OF: DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY 




COMMENTS 












TYPE OF SCORES 


Standard scores 
Mean = 0 
S,D. = 1 


Standard scores 
Mean =100 
S.D. = 15 


Estimated 
developmental age 
scores 


Standard scores 
Mean =100 
S.D. = 15 


AGE RANGE 


(+61 saSv) 
Jinpv 










(81-21 saSv) 

XiPpUODSS 










( 1 1-9 saSv) 










(9-e S3§v) 
|OOqDS9J(J 


sqjuoiu 
i ‘sjcaX 5 0 } ipjig 


sjBoX g oj ipjxg 




9oje 


( 3 ) p9DU9J9J9'^-UOU9JU3 
p9DU9J9J9'^-lUIOJSJ 


^2; 


^2; 


0 


:z; 


AREAS TESTED 


• Gross Motor 

• Fine Motor 

• Expressive Language 

• Receptive Language 

• Visual Perception 


• Gross Motor 

• Fine Motor 


• Infant Stimulation 

• Socialization 

• Language 

• Self Help 

• Cognitive 

• Motor 


• Social Skills 

• Problem Behaviors 




INSTRUMENT 


Mullen Scales of Early 
Learning 

(AGS) 


Peabody Developmental 
Motor Scales 

(Riverside Publishing) 


Portage Guide to Early 
Education-R 

{Cooperative Educational 
Service Agency) 


Preschool and Kindergarten 
Behavior Scales 

(Pro'Ed) 
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any standardized tests that are given to the child -- 

(i) have been validated for the specific purpose for which they are used; 

(ii) are administered by trained and knowledgeable personnel; and 

(iii) are administered in accordance with any instructions provided by the producer of such tests; 



assessment tools and strategies that provide relevant information that directly assists persons in determining the educational needs of 
the child are provided. 
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Test-Retest : The same test is administered twice with a period of time between each administration. This produces a way of looking at particular traits 
being measured over time. 

Equivalent Forms or Alternate Forms : Two forms of the same instrument are used and each student is admimstered both tests. A high correlation 
between the two would indicate that both forms of the test are measuring the trait consistently. 



Internal Consistency : Researchers will usually use the split-half reliability method wherein a test is literally split in half forming "two” half-form tests. 
This allows for determining the reliability of the items for the one test. 

Interrater or Interscorer : It is important to know how different people would rate the same individual. Usually associated with tests that have a great 
deal of subjectivity such as behavior rating scales, adaptive behavior scales, etc. 
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INTERPRETING TEST RESULTS 
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The area from -ISD to +1SD is considered the Average Range which includes 68% of the population. The area from +1SD to +2SD is considered a high average 
range which includes 13% of the population. The area from +25SD to +3SD is considered above average which includes 2% of the population. The -ISD to - 
2SD is considered the low average range which includes 13% of the population. The -2SD to-3SD is considered below average including 2% of the population. 
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Below Low High Above 

Average Average Average Average Average 
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